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MODULE 
INFORMATION



05-GSD-EN01: Teaching English at Primary Level I Semester Module exam(s)
1. Lecture
“Introduction to Language Teaching at Primary School” WiSe

90-min exam
end of WS
end of SS

2. Seminar
“Planning for the Primary EFL Classroom” (PPEC) WiSe SuSe

3. Seminar „Methods and Techniques for the 
Communicative Language Classroom” (MTC) WiSe SuSe

05-GSD-EN02: Teaching English at Primary Level II Semester Modul exam(s)
1. Seminar “Literature, Culture and Media in the Primary 
English Classroom” (LCM) SuSe WiSe

Term Paper*
2. Seminar
“Understanding the Primary EFL Classroom” (UPEC) SuSe WiSe

3. Teaching Practicum (Schulpraktische Studien) SuSe WiSe Schulpraktische
Leistung*

ca. 1/3 for each
course

* each has to be
passed individually

THU, Feb 8
15:15-16:45



OUTLOOK

8./9. Semester:
 oral and written State Exams

 State Exam Thesis – perhaps in GSD Englisch? 
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05-GSD-EN01: Teaching English at Primary Level I
1. Lecture
“Introduction to Language Teaching at Primary School”

2. Seminar
“Planning for the Primary EFL Classroom” (PPEC)

3. Seminar „Methods and Techniques for the 
Communicative Language Classroom” (MTC)

CURRENT MODULE (EN01)
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HOW?

HOW?

WHY?



PELT IN
GERMANY AND SAXONY



HISTORY OF TEFL IN GERMANY

 official school subject since 1859  Prussia

 Volksschule (=GS), Realschule or Gymnasium?
• Latin from grade 5
• French from grade 6
• English from grade 8 (Realschule only, Gymnasium: Classical Greek)

 1901: English taught at Gymnasium (only boys)
(instead of Greek / from grade 11 instead of French)

 Weimar period:
• many subtypes, but generally: girls ≠ boys; prestige English

 girls start with a modern FL

 no more English for boys at Gymnasium; Latin predominant
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Gymnasium: Greek



 1938: school reform
• Oberschule: English from grade 5, Latin from grade 7
• Gymnasium: Latin from grade 5, Greek from grade 7, English from grade 9

 after 1945:
• GDR: Russian first FL from grade 5; E or Fr optional from grade 7
• FRG: first FL dependent on occupiers (E or Fr)
• hardly any attention / relevance until 1964

 1964: Hamburger Abkommen der Ministerpräsidenten
• English compulsory first FL from grade 5 in all school types
• 100% of students!
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HISTORY OF TEFL IN GERMANY



TEFL IN PRIMARY SCHOOL

 first trials (‘Schulversuche‘) in 1970s (FRG)

 after 1990: Begegnungssprache

 FLT in primary school obligatory since 2004

 variation:
• not necessarily English (e.g. Saarland: French)
• starting age varies (mainly grade 1 vs. 3)
• number of hours varies
• each state has its own curriculum

 no Bildungsstandards for end of grade 4 (cf. Maths, German) 
 Lehrplan / Bildungsplan / Rahmenplan (mit Handreichungen)

 problematic for transition to grade 5
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https://work.chron.com/tasks-responsibilities-elementary-school-teachers-3868.html



OVERVIEW (subject to change)

 link to individual curricula in Moodle
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Start in grade 1 Start in grade 3

Brandenburg (GS 1-6) Baden-Württemberg (2020)

Hamburg Bavaria

Rhineland-Palatinate Berlin (GS 1-6)

Saarland (French) Bremen

Hesse (also: trials from grade 1)

Lower Saxony

Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania

NRW (2021)

Saxony

Saxony-Anhalt

SH (also: trials from grade 1)

Thuringia



SAXONY

 compulsory in grades 3 and 4 with 2 lessons per week

 no formal assessment in grade 3; testing starts in grade 4

 spiral curriculum (‘Spiralcurriculum spiralcurricular’)

 but also huge variation:
• many Kitas now offering optional English components
 often resulting in a two-year gap in grades 1 & 2

• some schools start in grade 1 or 2, AGs

• intensity varies: some offer > 2 hours, some use CLIL

 example: forum thomanum Leipzig – language profile Kita  4 
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SUMMARY 1: ELT HISTORY IN GERMANY

dominance
of classical
lges (Latin, 
Greek)

1859:
English becomes
school subject

1964:
English first FL 
from grade 5 
(Hamburg 
Agreement)

1990: 
Begegnungs-
sprache

2004:
FLT from
grade 3
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prestige school
type and starting time



SUMMARY 2: PELT - VARIATION
Fe

de
ra

l S
ta

te - GS: 1-4 or 1-6
- start in grade 1 or 3
- number of lessons
- individual curricula

sc
ho

ol - earlier start, AGs
- extra hours
- CLIL
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SAXONY:
CURRICULUM



STRUCTURE

 pp. III-XI: general introduction (p. V: German terms for Lernziele)

 pp. 2-4: general aims and principles of English language instruction
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STRUCTURE

 pp. III-XI: general introduction (p. V: German terms for Lernziele)

 pp. 2-4: general aims and principles of English language instruction
• oral skills and written skills
• intercultural competence
• language awareness
• spiral curriculum only aims for grade 4
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p. 2
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Primat der Mündlichkeit
Primacy of orality

6 goal
areas

p. 2, from middle

Spiralcurriculum
spiral curriculum



STRUCTURE

 pp. I-X: general introduction (p. V: German terms for Lernziele)

 pp. 2-4: general aims and principles of English language instruction
• oral skills and written skills; Primat der Mündlichkeit – Primacy of orality
• intercultural competence
• language awareness
• spiral curriculum only aims for grade 4

• contextualized, authentic language use
• learner-centered, action-oriented
• functional monolingualism
• revision, variation, transfer of Redemittel
• inductive discovery of rules
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p. 2: aims & structure

p. 3: didaktische Grundsätze
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language use = action
functional perspective – pragmatics

“doing things with words“ (requesring, thanking, apologizing…)

p. 3, from 2nd paragraph
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inductive discovery of
grammar rules from examples

functional monolingualism
p. 3, 6th paragraph

p. 3, last sentence

• organizational announcements
• handling of severe discipline issues
• explanations about the language or culture which surpass the

learners‘ L2 command
• …



STRUCTURE

 pp. I-X: general introduction (V: German terms for Lernziele)

 pp. 2-4: general aims and principles of English language instruction
• oral skills and written skills; Primat der Mündlichkeit – Primacy of orality
• intercultural competence
• language awareness
• spiral curriculum only aims for grade 4

• contextualized, authentic language use
• learner-centered, action-oriented
• functional monolingualism
• revision, variation, transfer of Redemittel
• inductive discovery of rules

• variation of media
• portfolio
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p. 2: aims & structure

p. 3: didaktische Grundsätze

p. 4
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p. 3, final two paragraphs



STRUCTURE

 pp. I-X: general introduction (V: German terms for Lernziele)

 pp. 2-4: general aims and principles of English language instruction
• oral skills and written skills; Primat der Mündlichkeit – Primacy of orality
• intercultural competence
• language awareness
• spiral curriculum only aims for grade 4

• contextualized, authentic language use
• learner-centered, action-oriented
• functional monolingualism
• revision, variation, transfer of Redemittel
• inductive discovery of rules

• variation of media; digital media
• portfolio

24

p. 2: aims & structure

p. 3: didaktische Grundsätze

p. 4



STRUCTURE
 p. 5: overview of topic areas (‘Lernbereiche‘) with time frame

 pp. 6-7(top): specific goals for
• listening, speaking, reading, writing Four Skills
• intercultural competence
• language awareness
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link to p. 2 
(more detailed)

reached by end of grade 4



STRUCTURE
 p. 5: overview of topic areas (‘Lernbereiche‘) with time frame

 pp. 6-7(top): specific goals for
• listening, speaking, reading, writing Four Skills
• intercultural competence
• language awareness

 pp. 7-15: breakdown of topic areas for grade 3

 pp. 16-24: breakdown of topic areas for grade 4

 pp. 25-26: Redemittel (useful phrases, language chunks)

27

link to p. 2,
end of grade 4



APPENDIX: PHRASES / PRAGMATIC FORMULAS
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Speech 
acts

Sprachhandlungen
lge as action initiating turn responding turn



Speech 
acts

APPENDIX: PHRASES / PRAGMATIC FORMULAS
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ad

Sprachhandlungen
lge as action initiating turn responding turn

adjacency
pair



APPLICATION

30

Year (Klassenstufe)?
Topic (Lernbereich)?
Page in curriculum?

Sample Page BSample Page A
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